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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2003/001436 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed. 

\x\ the description, pages 1-7 , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

[x] the claims, pages 9 , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 8, received on 1 April 2004 with the letter of 30 March 2004 



X the drawings, pages 1/6-6/6 , as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on * with the letter of 
[ | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
[ [ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

| | the language of pubHcation of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exarnination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). . 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

j~j furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
[ | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. Qj| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| j the description, pages 

P | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5 . I | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 

go b eyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** • 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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PCT/AU2003/001436 j 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement j 


Statement 




y 

Novelty (IN) uiaims x-xu 


YES 


Claims None 


NO | 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-10 


. YES 


Claims None 


NO 

» I 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-10 




Claims None 


NO 1 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




Documents: 




m m oao/ioo a xmCrVCi TCK} R September 1998 




JP 10-213260 A (NOK CORP), 11 August lyyts 




US 5095937 A ( LeBLANC et al.), 17 March 1992 




US 5842500 A (ROCKWOOD et al), 1 December 1998 




US 63 1 1723 B 1 (SHIPP et al), 6 November 200 1 




2.1 Noveltv (N» and Inventive StepdS): 




None of the documents cited in the Intemational Search Report or any combination of Jem can be considered to 
anticipate the invention as defined in claims 1-10. The cited documents describe only the general state of the 
art, which is not considered to be of particular relevance to the invention. 


Therefore, the claims are considered to meet the criteria of Novelty, Inventive Step. 


2.2 All the claims conform to the criteria of Industrial Applicability 

i 
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CLAIMS: 

-j . a valve assembly able to be mounted with a liquid container, 

the valve assembly comprising: 

a housing having a passageway that extends through the 

housing; 

a breather float valve mounted within the housing, the breather 
float valve movable between an open position to allow gas to pass through 
the passageway and a closed position that prevents liquid from passing 
through the passageway; 

an liquid inlet, forming part of the housing, the liquid inlet 
allowing fluid to pass into the housing; and 

an inlet float valve mounted within the housing, the inlet float 
valve movable between an open position that permits the flow of liquid 
through the liquid inlet and a closed position that prevents the flow of liquid 
through the liquid inlet. 

2. The valve assembly of claim 1 wherein the valve assembly 
includes a relief valve that is movable between an open position and a 
closed position to allow pressure to be relieved from the container. 

3. The valve assembly of claim 1 wherein the housing is 
cylindrical. 

4. The valve assembly of claim 1 wherein inlet float valve includes 
a float and a stem. 

5. The valve assembly of claim 4 wherein a valve seal is located 
adjacent the end of the stem. 

6. The valve assembly of claim 5 wherein a fuel chamber is 
located adjacent the liquid inlet in which fuel is passed. 

7. The valve assembly of claim 6 wherein a shelter is provided 
within the fuel chamber in which an end of the stem is located when the float 
valve assembly is in the open position. 

8. The valve assembly of claim 1 wherein the breather float valve 
includes a rod and breather float. 

9. The valves assembly of claim 8 wherein a spring engages the 
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